Philosophy 210, Sections 1 and 2
Waddah Nasr 

Weekly Schedule of Topics and Assignments 
Summer 2010- 2011

Office Hours: Fisk 143; 11:00 am-12:00 noon; MTWTh

Textbooks:
1. Elements of Moral Philosophy (EMP) by James Rachels and Stuart Rachels, Sixth Edition, McGraw Hill, 2010.  (References to this text will appear as EMP.)

2. The Right Thing to Do (RTD), Basic Readings in Moral Philosophy, edited by James Rachels and Stuart Rachels, Fifth Edition, McGraw Hill, 2010 . (References to this text will appear as RTD.)


June 20 - 25

WEEK 1 
	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	June 20
Introduction to the course 


	June 21
Topics: Analyzing arguments; propositions; premises, and conclusions.  The notions of truth and falsity; validity, invalidity, and soundness. 

The deductive Ideal of Knowledge

Assignment: Introduction; Section Two:  “Some Basic Points About Arguments”, RTD, Ch. 1, pp. 20--28
	June 22
Topics: 

Morality and Moral Reasoning

Normative Ethical Theories

Meta-ethics

Assignment:

EMP Ch. 1, pp. 1-13

The Story of Gyges, RTD, Ch. 1, pp. 1-2.  

Chapter one of RTD entitled “A Short Introduction to Moral Philosophy” (pp.1-19) is a useful survey of some of the moral theories and moral philosophers that will be studied in more details during the semester.  You may wish to read the entire chapter at this time and come back to the relevant sections as the topics pertaining to them are discussed in the class.  I have already assigned the Story of Gyges (pp.1-2) for this week.  Frequent references will be made to this story; students are expected to be familiar with it.

	June 23
Topic: 

Cultural Relativism

Assignments: 

“The Challenge of Cultural Relativism”, EMP Ch. 2, pp. 14-31.

RTD the section on “Relativism” in Ch.1. pp.2-3
	June 24
Cultural Relativism
No New Assignment
	25


June 27- July 1
WEEK 2 

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	26
	June 27
Topic: Egoism. Psychological Egoism is intended as a ‘scientific’ theory about human nature and human motivation.  The Psychological Egoist maintains that all voluntary human actions are selfishly motivated.

Assignments: 


“Ethical Egoism”, EMP, Ch. 5 pp. 62-79
	June 28
Topic: The implications of Psychological Egoism for Morality.

No New Assignment
	June 29
The status of ethical egoism as a normative ethical theory.

No New Assignment


	June 30
Topic: Does Morality Depend on Religion? 

Assignments: EMP, ch.4, pp.48-61
	July 1
Topic: The Divine Command Theory.

Assignments: 

1. “Does Morality Depend on Religion?”, EMP, Ch. 4, pp. 48-61

2. The Section on “ Divine Commands” in RTD, pp. 3-5

Euthyphro, Plato.  Accessible at http://classics.mit.edu/Plato/euthyfro.1b.txt   paper copies will also be provided.
	2


July 4- July 9 
WEEK 3 

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	3
	July 4
Topic: Morality and Religion 

No New Assignment
	July 5
Topic: Social Contract Theories

Assignments: 

1. “The Idea of a Social Contract”, EMP Ch. 6 on  pp. 80-96

2. Section on “Social Contract” in RTD, pp. 8-10

	July 6
Topic: Hobbes’s version of the Social Contract and its implications for accounts of the nature of moral and political obligations.

Assignment: Outline of the moral and political Philosophy of Thomas Hobbes (on Moodle)

	July 7
Topic: The Implications of Social Contract theories for the theory and practice of civil disobedience.

No New Assignment
	July 8
Review and catching up 

	July 9
Mid Term Examination
10:00 am (Venue will be announced later) 


July 11- July 15
WEEK 4
	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	10
July
	July 11
Topic: The Utilitarian Approach.

Main characteristics of Utilitarianism as a Normative Ethical Theory: 

1. Teleological.  
Teleological theories derive a theory of obligation (a theory about what is right, and what is morally obligatory) from a theory of value (a theory about what is good and has value).  Our duty is to choose the course of action (from amongst the available courses of action) which will produce the greatest net amount of value.

2. Hedonistic. 
Pleasure or (happiness) is the only intrinsic good; the value of all other goods is extrinsic.

3. Universal.  
The good of everyone affected by the action should be counted, and counted equally.

Assignment: Ch7, EMP, pp.97-108.

Applications of the Principle of Utility.  Review  the three examples in Ch.7, EMP (7.2; 7.3; and 7.4)

	July 12
Topic: The Debate Over Utilitarianism.

Ch.8, EMP, pp.109-123

Ch.3, RTD, From John Stuart Mill’s Essay on “Utilitarianism”.  Pp.29-39.


	July 13
Topic: The Hedonistic Theory of Value and some of its Implications.

Ch. 8, RTD, “The Experience Machine”, Robert Nozik, pp. 46-48.


	July 14
Topic: Are there Absolute Moral Rules? 

Outline of the Moral Philosophy of Immanuel Kant. (Will be placed on Moodle.)

Ch.9, EMP, pp.124-135.  From RTD, Ch. 7, “The Categorical Imperative”, Kant, pp.61-66.


	July 15
Kant, Continued.
	16


July 18 - 22
WEEK 8
	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	17
	July 18
Kant, Continued

No New Assignment

	 July 19
Topic: 

Actual Duties and Prima facie duties.

Assignment: “What makes Right Acts Right” From The Right and the Good, by W.D. Ross (material will be available on Moodle.)
	July 20
Topic: Feminism and the Ethics of Care 

Ch. 11, EMP, pp. 146-157
	July 21
Topic: Feminism and the Ethics of Care. Continued.

Ch. 10, RTD, “Caring Relations and Principles of Justice,” Virginia Held, pp. 78-84.
	July 22
Topic: The Ethics of Virtue.

CH. 12, EMP, pp. 158-172.

	23


July 25 - 29

WEEK 10
	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	24
	July 25
Topic: The Ethics of Virtue, continued.  

Outline of Aristotle’s Moral Philosophy. (Will be placed on Moodle)

	July 26
PRACTICAL ETHICS.  How to deal with cases.
	July 27
CASE 1
	July 28
CASE 1
	July 29
CASE 2
	30


August 1- August 5

WEEK 11
	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	31
	1 August
CASE 2
	August 2
CASE 3
	August 3
CASE 3

	August 4
CASE 4
	August 5
CASE 4
	6


