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Final Examination for CS 201-4

I. Choose between one of the two questions on the philosophical works (40%).

Question 1: 

How much allegiance do we owe to the state? How can individuals contribute to create a just state? Compare the approaches by Plato’s Crito and Plato’s Republic. How does Sophocles’ Antigone fit into this picture?

Plato, Crito (50b)

‘Suppose that while we were preparing to run away from here (or however one should describe it) the Laws and communal interest of Athens were to come and confront us with this question: ‘Now, Socrates, what are you proposing to do? Can you deny that by this act which you are contemplating you intend, so far as you have the power, to destroy us, the Laws, and the whole state as well? Do you imagine that a city can continue to exist and not be turned upside down, if the legal judgements which are pronounced in it have no force but are nullified by a private person?’. 
Plato, The Republic (434c-d)

‘Interference by the three classes with each other’s jobs, and interchange of jobs between them, therefore, does the greatest harm to our state, and we are entirely justified in calling it the worst of evils.’ ….
‘So that is what injustice is. And conversely, when each of our three classes (businessmen, Auxiliaries, and Guardians) does its own job and minds its own business, that, by contrast, is justice and makes our state just’.

Sophocles, Antigone (lines 499-505)

Antigone: ‘Of course I did. It wasn’t Zeus, not in the least, who made this proclamation – not to me. Nor did that justice, dwelling with the gods beneath the earth, ordain such laws for men. Nor did I think your edict had such force that you, a mere mortal, could override the gods, the great unwritten, unshakable traditions.’ 

or

Question 2: 

Poets and philosophers have always struggled to explain why humans have to suffer. Who is responsible? The gods? Humans themselves? Compare the approach suggested by the poet Homer in the Odyssey with the explanation given by the philosopher Lucretius.

Homer, Odyssey (Book 1, lines 32-34)

‘Oh for shame, how the mortals put the blame upon us gods, for they say evils come from us, but it is they, rather, who by their own recklessness win sorrow beyond what is given …’.
Lucretius, On the nature of the universe (Book 1, lines 106-115)

‘For, if men saw that a term was set to their troubles, they would find strength in some way to withstand the hocus-pocus and intimidations of the prophets. As it is, they have no power of resistance, because they are haunted by the fear of eternal punishment after death. They know nothing of the nature of the spirit. Is it born, or is it implanted in us at birth? Does it perish with us, dissolved by death, or does it visit the murky depths and dreary sloughs of the Underworld?’

II. Choose between one of the two questions on the non-philosophical works (40%).
Question 3: 

Success and failure:

Heroes are supposed to do great deeds and overcome trouble. But what if the hero fails? Does he become less heroic? Compare the three characters of Gilgamesh, Odysseus and Aeneas. Are Odysseus and Aeneas more heroic because they achieved their goals in contrast to Gilgamesh? 

Epic of Gilgamesh, p. 117:

‘This too was the work of Gilgamesh, the king, who knew the countries of the world. He was wise, he saw mysteries and knew secret things, he brought us a tale of the days before the flood. He went a long journey, was weary, worn out with labour, and returning engraved on a stone the whole story.’

Homer, Odyssey (Book 1, lines 65-77) (Zeus to Athena):

‘How could I forget Odysseus the godlike, he who is beyond all other men in mind, and who beyond others has given sacrifice to the gods, who hold wide heaven? …. But come, let all of us who are here work out his homecoming and see to it that he returns.’

Virgil, The Aeneid (Book 1, line 260 ff.) (Jupiter to Venus)
‘You will take great-hearted Aeneas up to the stars of heaven. No argument changes my mind. …. He will wage a great war in Italy and crush its fierce tribes. He will build walls for his people and establish their ways of life …. The walls he builds will be the walls of Mars and he shall give his own name to his people, the Romans. On them I impose no limits of time or place. I have given them an empire that will know no end.’

or

Question 4: 
People always have wondered what happens after death. Thus it is not surprising that a large variety of different visions of the underworld have been created by poets. Compare the visions of the underworld in the Epic of Gilgamesh, the Odyssey and the Aeneid. What are the similarities and differences? If differences can be found, what consequences does this have on human behaviour?

Epic of Gilgamesh (p. 92):

‘There is the house whose people sit in darkness; dust is their food and clay is their meat. They are clothed like birds with wings for covering, they see no light, they sit in darkness. I entered the house of dust and I saw the kings of the earth; their crowns put away forever; rulers and princes, all those who once wore kingly crowns and ruled the world in the days of old. They who had stood in the place of the gods like Anu and Enlil, stood now like servants ….’

Homer, Odyssey (Book XI, lines 488-491)

Speech of Achilles in the underworld: ‘O shining Odysseus, never try to console me for dying. I would rather follow the plow as a thrall [slave] to another man, one with no land allotted him and not much to live on, than be a king over all the perished dead.’

Vergil, Aeneid (book 6, lines 548-570; 637-644)
‘Aeneas looked back suddenly and saw under a cliff on his left a broad city encircled with a triple wall and washed all round by Phlegethon, one of the rivers of Tartarus, a torrent of fire and flame, rolling and grinding great boulders in its current. …They could hear groans from the city, the cruel crack of the lash, the dragging and clanking of iron chains. …. Here Rhadamanthus, king of Cnossus, holds sway with his unbending laws, chastisising men, hearing all the frauds they have practiced and forcing them to confess the undiscovered crimes they have gloated over in the upper world – foolishly, for they have only delayed the day of atonement till after death. ….

When this last rite was performed, and his duty to the goddess was done, they entered the land of joy, the lovely glades of the fortunate woods and the home of the blest. Here a broader sky clothes the plains in glowing light, and the spirits have their own sun and their own stars. Some take exercise on grassy wrestling-grounds and hold athletic contests and wrestling bouts on the golden sand. Others pound the earth with dancing feet and sing their songs ….’

III. Essay question, obligatory for all (20%)
Question 5: 

Which of the books we read during the semester do you consider to be most valuable? Explain your choice.
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