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 Noncrystalline Solids 
 

 3.66  A material in which atomic bonding is predominantly ionic in nature is less likely to form a 

noncrystalline solid upon solidification than a covalent material because covalent bonds are directional whereas 

ionic bonds are nondirectional;  it is more difficult for the atoms in a covalent material to assume positions giving 

rise to an ordered structure. 
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