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 16.30  (a)  Sandwich panels consist of two outer face sheets of a high-strength material that are separated 

by a layer of a less-dense and lower-strength core material. 

 (b)  The prime reason for fabricating these composites is to produce structures having high in-plane 

strengths, high shear rigidities, and low densities. 

 (c)  The faces function so as to bear the majority of in-plane tensile and compressive stresses.  On the other 

hand, the core separates and provides continuous support for the faces, and also resists shear deformations 

perpendicular to the faces. 
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