Part II: Grammatical Aspects of Language / Ch. 1: Morphology: The Words of Language

· Knowing a word means knowing its sound and meaning, but the relation between the two is arbitrary. Some words have the same sound but different meaning (e.g. hay/hey); others have the same meaning but different sounds (endorse/sign).
· Our mental lexicon includes the orthography of words (spelling) as well as their grammatical category (syntactic class): noun, pronoun, verb, adverb, adjective, preposition, or conjunction.
· Most early lexicographers used to prescribe rather than describe words. Samuel Johnson opposed this in 1755, saying the aim of a dictionary was to “register” rather than construct a language.
· Dictionaries include spelling, “standard” pronunciation, definitions, and parts of speech. Additionally, some provide etymology, or whether the word is nonstandard (e.g. ain’t) or slang, vulgar, or obsolete (no longer used). Some 
provide sentences or quotations to illustrate words in context. Specialty/jargon dictionaries and dictionaries of slang also exist.

· Content words differ from function words. The former, also called open class words, are nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs. The latter, also called closed class words, include conjunctions, prepositions, articles, and pronouns.

· The feminist movement tried to bring in a neutral pronoun, such as “e”, but the closed class was not receptive; “they” and “there” are used instead.

· Morphemes such as “un” in “undecided” and “in” in “indirect” are the minimal units of meaning. Similarly, “phon” in “phone”, “phonetics”, and “phonology” is a morpheme.

·  Morphology is the study of the internal structure of words, including prefixes and suffixes - as in the “ology” of “morphology”.
· A word with three morphemes: boyishness/ A word with four morphemes: unmanliness
· Singers sing, but fingers don’t “fing” because “finger” is one morpheme.
· The agentive morpheme “er” is pronounced the same as the comparative morpheme in “nicer”.

· “In all languages, sound units combine to form morphemes, morphemes combine to form words, and words combine to form larger units – phrases and sentences.”

· The discreteness of morphemes allows for linguistic creativity.

· The morphemes that can form words by themselves are called “free morphemes” while those that can’t are called “bound morphemes”; in English these are prefixes and suffixes.

· Some languages have infixes (e.g. Arabic and Bontoc of the Philippines); “um” inserted after the first consonant of a noun changes the meaning (fikas = strong/ fumikas = to be strong). Other languages have circumfixes, morphemes attached both initially and finally to a base morpheme. An example is German, which forms the past participle of regular verbs by adding “ge” at the beginning and “t” at the end.

· When a root morpheme is combined with an affix, it becomes a stem, and other affixes may be added to form a more complex stem/word (e.g. happy/unhappy/unhappiest).

· Bound roots do not occur alone, as in ungainly, nonplussed, and downhearted.

· The rules of word formation include derivational morphology and inflectional morphology. The word “uglification” follows the rules of English with its bound morphemes “-ify” and “-cation”.

· We have a list of derivational morphemes in our mental dictionaries. 

· Derivational affixes sometimes cause slight changes in pronunciation: specific/specificity, sane/sanity, etc.

· Many languages such as English have inflectional morphemes for properties such as tense, number, and person.

· Modern English has eight bound inflectional morphemes:

-s (third person present)

-s (plural)

-ed (past tense)

-ing (progressive)

-en (past participle)

-‘s (possessive)

-er (comparative)

-est (superlative)

· Derivational morphemes precede inflectional morphemes in a word: derive/ derivations, assign/assignments, etc.

· Inflectional morphemes are productive; they apply freely to most words with the appropriate base. In some languages, inflection involves reduplication of part or all of a word (e.g. to indicate the plural).

· See the tree on p. 53. Tree diagrams represent the way speakers arrange morphologically complex words in their minds. The trees for “unlockable” on p.55 are revealing. Equally ambiguous are “unzippable”, “unbuttonable”, etc.

· Unpredictable meanings of words such as unrip and unloosen appear, but we still need the general rules in our “mental lexicon”.

· Words like “child” and “foot” are exceptions to morphological rules of plural formation. Verbs such as go and run are exceptions to past tense formation. These irregular forms are also referred to as suppletive forms.

· Compounding is another way of forming words, whether adjectives, nouns, or verbs (underground, sleepwalk, etc.). The rightmost word in the compound is the head, and the meaning of compounds is not always literal, as in “blackboard”.

· See the morphological analysis pp. 64-67.

